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Contact information

First name Rob

Last name Schilling

Mailing Address 502 Berwick Court

City Charlottesville

State/Province VA

Postal Code 22901

Country United States

Phone 434.202.4376

Company/Organization Energy Policy Advocates

Email Schilling@allhookedup.com

Request

Request ID 645666

Confirmation ID 645126

Request description

Please provide us, within twenty working days,1 copies
of all electronic mail sent to or from (including also as
cc: or bcc:) i) Earthea Nance, ii) Delia Iris Gonzalez,
iii) Stacey Dwyer, iv) Brandon Maples, v) Sona
Chaudhary, vi) Arnold Bierschenk and/or vii) Ken
Johnson (johnson.ken-e@epa.gov) which is dated at
any time from July 1, 2022 through March 24, 2023,
inclusive, that also mentions, anywhere, whether in a
To, From, cc:, bcc: or Subject field, email body or
attachment, one or more of the following: i)
@All4energy.org, ii) @CIEL.org, iii) @m4bl.org,
and/or iv) @gcclp.org. These terms are not case-
sensitive. We request entire “threads” of which any
responsive electronic correspondence is a part,
regardless of whether any portion falls outside of the
above time parameter. To narrow this request, please
consider as non-responsive electronic correspondence
that merely receives newsletters, or press releases, or
press summaries or ‘clippings’, such as news services
or stories or opinion pieces from the original source.
Please note that this is a discrete request.



Supporting documentation

Additional Information 3.23.23 USEPA R6 Pressure Group FOIA Request.pdf

Fees

Request category ID media

Fee waiver no



Explanation

A. The Subject of This Request Concerns “the
Operations and Activities of the Government.” The
subject matter of this request concerns the interactions
between certain senior officials with several pressure
groups seeking to influence Agency decision making.
This is always of substantial public interest. B.
Disclosure is “Likely to Contribute” to an
Understanding of Government Operations or Activities.
As described, above, the requested records are
meaningfully informative about government operations
or activities and will contribute to an increased
understanding of those operations and activities by the
public. The requested records pertain to that described
in “A”, immediately above. Any records responsive to
this request therefore are likely to have an informative
value and are “likely to contribute to an understanding
of Federal government operations or activities”. We
note President Biden's environmental agenda has been
the subject of substantial media interest and
promotional efforts and the issues on which these
senior officials and the named pressure groups work
are also the subject of substantial media efforts *by the
Agency and those groups*. Disclosure of the requested
records will allow EPA to convey to the public
information about the interaction between pressure
groups and the agency. Once the information is made
available, EPA will analyze it and present it to its
followers and the general public in a manner that will
meaningfully enhance the public’s understanding of
this topic. Thus, the requested records are likely to
contribute to an understanding of government
operations and activities. C. Disclosure of the
Requested Records Will Contribute to a Reasonably
Broad Audience of Interested Persons’ Understanding
of Agency Interaction With Certain Pressure Groups
Seeking to Influence Agency Decisionmaking For
reasons already described, the requested records will
contribute to public understanding of the advice
provided to an independent agency by a non-
governmental organization. As explained above, the
records will contribute to public understanding of this
topic. Through EPA’s synthesis and dissemination (by
means discussed in Section II, below), disclosure of
information contained and gleaned from the requested
records will contribute to a broad audience of persons
who are interested in the subject matter. Indeed, the
public does not currently have an ability to easily
evaluate any aspect of the particular coordination
reflected in the requested records. We are also unaware
of any previous release to the public of these or similar
records. Disclosure of these records is not only “likely
to contribute,” but is certain to contribute, to public
understanding of this described coordination. The
public is always well served when it knows how the
government conducts its activities. Hence, there can be
no dispute that disclosure of the requested records to
the public will educate the public about the above-cited
issue. D. Disclosure is Likely to Contribute
Significantly to Public Understanding of Government
Operations or Activities EPA is not requesting these
records merely for their intrinsic informational value.
Disclosure of the requested records will significantly
enhance the public’s understanding of the Agency's
interactions with certain pressure groups targeting the
Agency's decision making for influence as compared to
the level of public understanding that exists prior to the
disclosure. Indeed, public understanding will be
significantly increased as a result of disclosure. II. EPA
has the Ability to Disseminate the Requested
Information Broadly. EPA is dedicated to obtaining
and disseminating information relating to energy and
environmental public policy. A key component of
being able to fulfill this mission and educate the public
about these duties is access to information that
articulates what obligations exist for senior government
o!icials. has both the intent and the ability to convey
any information obtained through this request to the
public. Energy Policy Advocates publishes its findings
regularly through the organization’s website,
www.epadvocates.org. This work is frequently cited in
newspapers and trade and political publications. EPA
intends to publish information from requested records
on its website, distribute the records and expert
analysis to its followers through social media
platforms. III. Obtaining the Requested Records is of
No Commercial Interest to the Requester Access to
government records, disclosure forms, and similar
materials through FOIA requests is essential to EPA’s
role of educating the general public. EPA is a nonprofit
public policy institute dedicated to transparency in
public energy and environmental policy. Due to its
nonprofit mission, EPA has no commercial interest and
will realize no commercial benefit from the release of
the requested records. Therefore, Energy Policy
Advocates first seeks waiver of any fees under FOIA
on the above significant public interest basis. In the
alternative, Energy Policy Advocates requests a waiver
or reduction of fees as a representative of the news
media. The provisions for determining whether a
requesting party is a representative of the news media,
and the “significant public interest” provision, are not
mutually exclusive. As Energy Policy Advocates is a
non-commercial requester, it is entitled to liberal
construction of the fee waiver standards. 5 U.S.C.S. §
552(a)(4)(A)(iii), Perkins v. U.S. Department of
Veterans A!airs, 754 F.Supp.2d. 1 (D.D.C. 2010).
Alternately and only in the event the refuses to waive
our fees under the “significant public interest” test,
which Requester would then appeal while requesting
the proceed with processing on the grounds that Energy
Policy Advocates is a media organization, a
designation the federal government has acknowledged
for the purposes of FOIA, the must explain any denial
of treatment of EPA as a media outlet. Requester asks
for a waiver or limitation of processing fees pursuant to
5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii). USEPA must address both
of these requests for fee waiver in the event it denies
one; failure to do so is prima facie arbitrary and
capricious.



Willing to pay $200

Expedited processing

Expedited Processing no


